During World War I, potash was obtained from the waters of lakes in the Sandhills suggesting that appreciable amounts of K-bearing minerals may occur in the soils of this area. The purpose of this note is to report the distribution of K-bearing feldspars in a catenary sequence of soils in the grasslands of the Sandhills as well as in three irrigated Chestnut soils in the North Platte River Valley near the western edge of the Sandhills.
Orthoclase and microcline were studied in the Sandhills in Dune sand (now correlated as Valentine sand, hilly phase) and Valentine sand (excessively drained Regosols), Elsmere fine sand and Loup fine sandy loam (imperfectly drained and poorly drained Alluvial soils, respectively), and Gannett fine sandy loam (very poorly drained Humic Gley soil). These grassland soils are immature, have formed in unconsolidated sediments, and were not cultivated at the study locations. Single profiles of each series were sampled with the exception of the Loup series which was sampled at seven locations (Loup 1-7) in view of its extensive occurrence in the hay-producing wet-meadows of the Sandhills. For comparison purposes, three irrigated Tripp very fine sandy loam profiles (wellsoils) with 40 year cropping histories of beets (Tripp 1), potatoes (Tripp 2), and were also sampled.
Organic matter and coatings were re mineral grains of these soils according t Matelski, 3 and the sand and coarse silt 0.02 mm. diameter) was separated by se tassium-bearing feldspars in this fraction by differential staining as outlined by H ham, 4 and estimated quantitatively by m of at least 300 mineral grains per soil ho Potassium-bearing feldspars compose of the sand and coarse silt fractions of the studied (Fig. 1 ). Marked differences in these minerals occur, however, among vidual soil profiles and among soil prof series. These variations apparently are r cation within the profiles and reflect water-laid nature of the sediments in wh formed. Particle size distribution data rep and Rhoades 5 also indicate stratification
